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ATTORNEY GENERAL DARRELL McGRAW WARNS 

CONSUMERS ABOUT PHISHING - THE LATEST INTERNET SCAM 

This week is National Consumer Protection Week and this year's theme is "Identity Theft: When Fact Becomes Fiction." The

latest identity theft scam is Online phishing. Online phishing are e-mails that lure people to bogus websites that appear to belong

to real companies. Once a consumer is lured to the bogus website, thieves will ask the consumer for personal information in an

effort to steal his identity. One in three people will be a victim of identity theft. The number of websites ripping off account data

has more than tripled since September. McGraw urges consumers not to take the bait. "These bogus companies try to scare the

consumer or to entice the consumer to respond to the e-mail. Consumers should not respond to these e-mails," explained

McGraw. 

Some of the scams may look like a legitimate e-mail from eBay or MSN, but they are not. Consumers should watching for the

following: 

Be wary of urgent e-mails requesting personal information, birth date or social security number; 

Look for copycat logos; 

Look for lock logo when purchasing online; 

Check bank statement frequently as well as credit card statement at least twice a year 

For more information, please contact Attorney General McGraw's Consumer Protection Division at 1-800-368-8808 or by

visiting http://www.phishinginfo.org/.
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